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The Art Institutes/Americans for the Arts

Poster Design Contest Information
The Art Institutes and Americans for the Arts Poster Design Competition gives talented young artists in high school an opportunity to study graphic design, earn a degree and launch a professional career in the graphic design field.
This Competition is open to high school seniors in the U.S. and Canada. Students must enter the contest at The Art Institute they are interested in attending. 
The top prize winner in the Competition receives a $25,000 tuition scholarship to study Graphic Design at one of the more than 40 participating Art Institute locations. The Art Institute of Charlotte will offer tuition scholarships to its top three entries. 
The deadline for entries is February 6, 2009. Judging at the local level will take place by March 27, 2009. National winners will be notified by May 15, 2009.  

To enter the Competition, high school seniors must email an original poster design based on the theme “Life is Better With Art In It,” a designer/career statement, a current high school transcript showing a minimum 2.0 GPA, and a signed Entry & Release Form to posterdesign@aii.edu or you may send a CD to The Art Institute of Charlotte (see address below) by February 6, 2009. 

key contest rules

1. Read the contest brochure carefully, and be sure to follow all rules as stated in the brochure.
2. Your entry must be received at posterdesign@aii.edu no later than Feb. 6, 2009. Entries received after Feb. 6 will not be considered*. If you choose to mail your entry via US Postal Service to The Art Institute of Charlotte, it must be postmarked no later than Feb. 6, 2009.
3. Your poster cannot be larger than 11 inches x 17 inches.
4. Your design must include logos from both The Art Institutes and Americans for the Arts.  They can be found at www.artinstitutes.edu/poster. You cannot alter the logos in any way.
5. Your artwork/design must be original. You cannot use copyrighted materials including photos from other sources. You can use your own photographs.

6. Your poster entry must include a designer/career statement including an explanation of your design and why you want to enter the graphic design field.  (See samples below.)
7. Your entry must include a current high school transcript and an officially signed (not printed) entry/release form. The entry/release form is on the last page of the brochure.

8. Your entry must be submitted in “jpg” format with a minimum 300 dpi resolution.  Compress all files you are submitting so that, together, they do not exceed 10MB.
9. You may choose to include or not to include the theme, “Life Is Better With Art In It,” in writing in your design.

10. The decisions of judges, both at the local and national levels, are final and cannot be disputed. That includes disqualification for late/incomplete entries.

11. If you are a winner, you can use the scholarship prize only for study at The Art Institute of Charlotte.
11. If you choose, you may send your entry via US Postal Service. You may burn your poster on to a CD and include on the CD your designer statement and your formally signed entry/release form.  
Any questions? Contact the Admissions Department or your Assistant Director of Admissions at The Art Institute of Charlotte: 704-357-8020 or 1-800-872-4417. 
SAMPLE  DESIGN/CAREER STATEMENTS
FOR ILLUSTRATION ONLY
Design statement by Local Competition Winner 2008

The Art Institute of Charlotte


The concept behind my work is a side-by-side comparison of life with and without art. Corporate business is usually not a place for art, so I chose them to symbolize life without art. They are distraught and tired of the incessant monotony of their lives. The monochromatic color scheme helps depict how uninteresting life is for them.


On the right is a man who is painting; he symbolizes life with art. He’s obviously much more cheerful than the fellows on the left. The man is letting his imagination run wild and he’s expressing himself through the painting. The blob-like figure he’s painting brings him joy despite how simple and insignificant it may be.


I’d like to join the field of graphic design because I’ve loved art from a very young age and putting that passion in to a professional setting would be fantastic. Of all the art-related professions, I chose graphics design because I feel it would be the best for me to establish a successful career in.

Design statement by Local Competition Winner 2007

The Art Institute of Charlotte

When I first heard the theme dealt with the idea of life being better with art in it, my first thought was happiness. When I started thinking about how I could incorporate happiness into the poster design I thought of children. Children are the happiest, most fun loving being I know of on the planet. They get excited by so many things and enjoy life with absolutely no worries in the world, not caring about anything but having fun. That’s why my poster design contains an image of a small girl coloring, something I see children have fun doing all the time. The swirling color is coming from where the girl is coloring on a piece paper. The girl is black and white because I thought the color coming from the paper could be the happiness escaping from a dull and boring world that the girl may be trapped in.


I wish to enter the graphic design program at the Art Institute of Charlotte because art has been the only desire I've had that I've wanted to learn anything about. I find it to be my favorite thing to do and I'd like to make a career out of it. I've been told by teachers, fellow students, neighbors and parents that I have a talent for art, so I want to put it to good use. I think attending the Art Institute will give me the opportunity I need to develop my skills in graphics to professional quality levels.
Design Statement by Local Competition Winner 2006 
The Art Institute of Charlotte

“I did my design with the theme “Art Leads to Innovation” trying to show that everything I do can turn to something different. A drop of paint can transform to anything I have in my mind, feeling that nothing can stop me from letting my creativity flow. With this drawing I want to show how on every drop of paint, every pencil stroke, or anything you use to express yourself there is magic that lets you transform a simple sketch to something incredible for the whole world to see. I want to get in the field of Art to show the world a perfect dream, a fantasy world in which anything is possible. I am interested in Graphic Design so that everybody can see my point of view of life.”
THINK DESIGN!
THINK “LIFE IS BETTER WITH ART IN IT!”

